
Energy Master Plan Brings a Brighter Future to NJ 
Chivukula Sponsors Bills that Help NJ Become a Leader in Renewable Energy 

F ollowing the release of 

New Jerseyôs Energy 

Master Plan late last year, 

Assemblyman Chivukula 

applauded the measure, 

stating that ñenhancing our 

capacity to produce more of 

our own energy through solar 

and wind technology, instead 

of importing it from coal-

burning plants elsewhere, 

simply makes sense.ò  

 The NJ Energy Master 

Plan, updated every three 

years, is developed by the 

Office of the Governor 

with the assistance of 

eleven other state 

departments, including, 

but not limited to, 

Environmental Protection, 

Board of Public Utilities and 

the Dept. of Agriculture. The 

current plan aims towards 

reducing the stateôs energy 

consumption by 20% and to 

meet 20% of our stateôs 

electric needs with renewable 

energy sources by the year 

2020.  

 As Chair of the 

Telecommunications and 

U t i l i t i e s  C o m m i t t e e , 

Assemblyman Chivukula 

sponsors and oversees 

measures that help New 

Jersey meet its goals as 

outlined in the Energy Master 

Plan and help New Jersey 

become a leader in 

renewable, clean energy 

throughout the nation.  

 ñBy taking the call of 

conservation to heart, 

businesses, government and 

individual consumers can 

also do their part to lower 

demand and the cost of 

energy. For the environment 

and ratepayers, this is a plan 

that strikes exactly the right 

balance.ò  ƴ 

ñFor ... ratepayers, this is 

a plan that strikes exactly 

the right balance.ò 

Giving Children the Starting Tools Needed to Succeed 
First Annual Backpack Drive Supports Children in Somerset 

A midst our current economic situation, 

many families find themselves adjusting 

their budget and spending habits to secure 

daily necessities; but for some, financial 

difficulties make affording basic school 

supplies a problem. Recognizing childrenôs 

needs of basic materials to thrive at school, 

Assemblyman Chivukula, in collaboration 

with very generous donors in the community, 

launched the 1st Annual Backpack Drive for 

District 17.  

 Approximately 90 backpacks filled 

with school supplies were distributed to 

students of Pine Grove Manor Elementary 

and Elizabeth Avenue School. The childrenôs 

faces beamed 

w i t h 

excitement as 

they received 

t h e i r 

b a c k p a c k s . 

Assemblyman 

C h i v u k u l a 

commented on 

the importance 

of community involvement towards 

education: ñPrograms such as this enrich our 

community and help ensure our childrenôs 

success.ò  ƴ 

Representing the 

17th Legislative 

District, including:  

 

Franklin Twp. 

Highland Park 

New Brunswick 

North Brunswick 

Piscataway 

Milltown 



For more information, call (732) 247-3999 or go to www.chivukulanj.com 
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Giving the Gift of Sound 
New Law Mandates Coverage for Hearing Aids 

for Children  
 

H ealth insurance policies in NJ will now cover 

hearing aids for children 15 years old and 

under.  Assemblyman Chivukula joined Assemblyman 

Herb Conaway and Speaker Joseph Roberts, Jr. in 

acting to require insurance companies provide this 

treatment to children.    

 Nearly ten percent of NJôs public school 

children either have partial or severe hearing loss.  Until 

recently, many 

i n s u r a n c e 

providers only 

covered the 

costs of annual 

hearing tests; 

very few cover 

t h e  a c t u a l 

device, even 

when doctors declare it medically necessary.    

 ñHaving insurance companies provide this 

integral service is a big step towards ensuring a 

promising future for a hearing impaired child who 

already has enough obstacles facing them,ò explained 

Chivukula. ñI want to commend Assemblyman 

Conaway and Speaker Roberts for spearheading this 

legislation in the Assembly.ò    

 A-1571 was signed into law on December 30 of 

last year.  The law has been dubbed ñGraceôs Lawò in 

honor of Grace Gleba of NJ who suffers from severe 

hearing impairment.  ƴ 

Letter to the 17th Legislative 
District from  

Assemblyman 
Upendra J. Chivukula 

Dear Friends, 

 

I  hope your families have been blessed well 

into this New Year, as I am ever more 

thankful to serve you and your loved ones living 

here in the 17th legislative district.  We have 

many opportunities despite the pessimism 

surrounding  the issues of rising unemployment 

rates and businesses closures.  We must remain 

optimistic to maintain the high hopes & 

determination necessary to rise up from these 

difficult times. 

 

We must remember that we share a collective 

responsibility to care for those most vulnerable:  

our children, our elderly and the disabled, even 

while our individual struggles seem to consume 

us.  As your representative, I strive to make 

significant efforts at both the local and state 

level to equally protect the community at large. 

 

Whether it is ensuring the safety of our 

physically impaired or guaranteeing that 

children are fully equipped to succeed, the work 

of serving others is not done alone.  With your 

participation, we as a community can facilitate 

projects such as building a ramp for a 

wheelchair bound child or collecting school 

supplies for young students in our district.  

 

Mahatma Gandhi expressed that "the best way 

to find yourself is to lose yourself in the service 

to others," a lesson I embrace enthusiastically in 

my service to you and to the State of New 

Jersey.  Please do not hesitate to contact us and 

allow me and my office to assist you in any way 

possible.  

  

Sincerely, 
 

 

 

 

Assemblyman Upendra J. Chivukula 

Want to see more? 
 

 

Check out: 

www.tinyurl.com/

graceslaw 
 

to see Assemblyman Chivukula talk 

about the signing of the bill. 

 

Did You Knowé 

 

Getting help can be as easy as picking 

up your phone! The office of 

Assemblyman Chivukula is your local 

resource to New Jersey government.  

Call us at: (732) 247-3999 



For more information, call (732) 247-3999 or go to www.chivukulanj.com 
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F or the past three years, Anna 

Santiago has had great 

difficulty transporting her eight 

year old wheelchair bound 

daughter to school, doctor 

appointments or simply outside 

for fresh air.  Jamiles Ortiz 

suffers from a seizure disorder 

that  conf ines  her  to  a 

wheelchair.  Unfortunately, 

Jamilesôs building in Franklin 

Twp. did not have a wheelchair 

ramp.  In order for Jamiles to get 

outside the building, both her 

mom and caretaker, Pat Stasse 

needed to lift Jamiles in her 

wheelchair.  The combined 

weight of 200 pounds 

proved both difficult and 

dangerous. 

 After years of failed 

attempts to build a ramp outside 

of the building, Pat Stasse, 

reached out to Assemblyman 

Chivukula.  He, along with 

Franklin Township manager Ken 

Daly and the Somerset County 

Office of Volunteer Services, 

organized efforts to make 

Jamilesô home handicap 

accessible.    

 ñWe have a commitment 

to help our most vulnerable 

citizens,ò said Assemblyman 

Chivukula.  ñWhen a community 

gathers together in the spirit of 

volunteerism and humanity, we 

pave the road for our children to 

follow and become outstanding 

individuals.ò  ƴ 

ñStephenôs Lawò Signed by 

Governor Corzine 
Assemblymanôs Sponsorship Helps Ensure 

Safety of Passengers in Wheelchairs 

 

S tephen Griscti of North Brunswick broke his 

leg eight years ago when his wheelchair fell 

over in a group-home van. His mother, Marge 

Griscti, a long-time advocate for the disabled and 

an advocate of the Family Alliance to Stop Abuse 

& Neglect, reached out to Assemblyman 

Chivukula as she heard of similar incidents 

involving the disabled. 

 Assemblyman Chivukula sponsored 

Assembly Bill No. 839, which he termed 

ñStephenôs Law.ò The bill requires wheelchaired 

passengers to be properly secured in a wheelchair 

securement or an occupant securement device 

when traveling in a passenger automobile. 

 Just as one may be fined for failure to wear 

a seatbelt, the bill calls for a $100 fine imposed on 

the driver if they fail to properly secure a 

wheelchaired passenger. 

 September 9th marked a victory for 

Assemblyman Chivukula and for families like the 

Gristciôs, who with the help of their 

representatives and community groups witnessed 

the signing of their bill into law.  ƴ 

A Call to Action: Community 

Service Vital in Todayôs World 
Prestigious Award Granted to Assemblyman 

Chivukula  

 

S ervice and volunteerism are important initiatives 

that transform lives and empower communities. 

Assemblyman Chivukula recently reflected on this 

when he received a prestigious community service 

award from the Global Organization of People of 

Indian Origin (GOPIO). 

 "Community service is even more relevant 

today when we are in the grip of a severe global 

economic crisis and the most 

vulnerable struggle to meet their 

daily needs. At times like this, 

community service can make a 

difference between hope and despair, 

courage and fear, weakness and 

strength,ò the Assemblyman stated. 

 ñI have experienced first-hand how a simple 

initiative such as a food drive, timely medical aid for a 

senior or mentoring a youth can help make a 

significant difference in an individual's life. I consider 

the desire to serve others as one of the most important 

aspects of our humanity. It is what drives leadership 

committed to advancing the public interest.ò  ƴ 

Miracle on Franklin Boulevard  
Community Comes Together to Build Wheelchair Ramp for Franklin Township Girl 

ñWe have a commitment to help 

our most vulnerable citizensò 



ð Not paid for at taxpayer expense. ð 

 

Veterans Memorial Pays Tribute To Those Who Served 
ñGreatest Generationò, New Jersey Veterans Honored by Franklin Township Memorial 

O 
n Veterans Day, New Jersey residents 

attended a ceremony at the Veterans 

Memorial in Franklin Township, located  

at the Municipal Complex on DeMott Lane. The 

Veterans memorial honors the New Jersey citizens 

who served in the 

armed services and 

pays tribute to the 

many that died in 

service to their 

country.  

 Assemblyman 

Chivukula noted that 

ñFranklin did the 

right thing by 

honoring the men 

and women who 

fought so bravely to 

defend this nationôs 

freedom time and 

time again.ò   

 The memorial is surrounded by six monuments 

representing branches of the military, and a bell 

tower which symbolizes the American spirit of 

freedom. Currently, about 90,000 World War II 

Veterans reside in New Jersey and many more have 

served their country 

t h r o u g h o u t  t h e 

nationôs history. 

A s s e m b l y m a n 

Chivukula addressed 

the importance of the 

memorialôs presence: 

ñEveryone who lives, 

works and visits 

Franklin will see this 

m e m o r i a l  a n d 

recognize the courage 

and true heroism of 

those men and women 

who served .ò ƴ 

Assemblyman Upendra J. Chivukula 
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