
Three Local Boy Scouts Honored for Service and Success 
Chivukula Encourages Service at Eagle Scout Court of Honor 

E very year, New Jersey 

residents miss out on 

crucial tax assistance 

programs that the state offers.  

 

Assemblyman Upendra J. 

Chivukula recently joined 

with officials from Trenton 

in the North Brunswick 

Senior Citizen Center to 

inform citizens about the 

Property Tax Reimbursement 

Program.  

The tax program freezes 

property tax rates for certain 

seniors who have lived in 

New Jersey for at least 10 

years and have had 

permanent residence in a 

domicile for at least three 

years. 

 

ñ[The program] really 

benefits us. When youôre on 

a fixed income paying 

property taxes can be 

difficult,ò said Shirley 

Mangia, a North Brunswick 

resident who has used the           

program for three years. 

 

The deadline to apply for the 

program is August 17. The 

deadline to file 2008 

H o m e s t e a d  R e b a t e 

applications has also been 

extended to this date.   

 

ñA lot of times people donôt 

know about what makes 

them qualified for the 

programs,ò Chivukula said. 

ñIf they have any questions 

they can call our office. We 

donôt want anyone left 

behind.ò  ƴ 

Chivukula Aids Seniors in Receiving Property Tax Rebate 
Property Tax Reimbursement Program Extended until August 17, 2009 

Representing the 

17th Legislative 

District, including:  

 

Franklin Twp. 

Highland Park 

New Brunswick 

North Brunswick 

Piscataway 

Milltown 

For more information: www.tinyurl.com/njtaxhelp 

ñWe donôt want 

anyone left behind.ò 

S couts throughout the 

District working toward 

becoming Eagle Scouts have 

completed important service 

projects while learning 

valuable skills.  

 

Assemblyman Chivukula 

recently honored Alex 

Bancone and Brian Synder of 

Franklin Township, and  

Micah Shalom of Highland 

Park with proclamations for 

their service as they attained 

the rank of Eagle Scout.  ñI 

commend these young men 

for being leaders in their 

community,ò stated the 

Assemblyman. 

 

Eagle Scout is the highest 

honor to which a Boy Scout 

can aspire, requiring the 

development of several 

skills, leadership and the 

exercise of the highest 

qualities of character and 

citizenship. Only about five 

percent of scouts achieve the 

rank of Eagle.  

 

Bancone led scouts in 

constructing an enclosure at 

t h e  B u n k e r  H i l l 

Environmental Education 

Center, which is being used 

to study the impact of deer 

on foliage in the area. 

 

Sha lom oversaw the 

renovation of the locker 

room at the Highland Park 

First Aid Squad, which had 

fallen into disrepair. 

 

Sn yder  comple ted  a 

demanding project in which 

h e  r e f u r b i s h e d  t h e 

entranceway to the Franklin 

Township Public Works 

building.  ƴ 



For more information, call (732) 247-3999 or go to www.ChivukulaNJ.com 
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Letter to the 17th Legislative District 
from  

Assemblyman Upendra J. 
Chivukula 

Dear Friends,  

T hank you for your ongoing support and trust to 

serve as your representative in Trenton.    

 

Our nationôs economy has undoubtedly hit historic 

lows and the residents of New Jersey have been feeling 

the effects.  With the stateôs unemployment rate at 8.2 

percent, I am aware of the difficulties facing both the 

citizens of the 17th District and New Jersey. 

 

Although many of us find ourselves among hard 

times, I remain hopeful about the future of the Garden 

State. As Chairman of the Telecommunications and 

Utilities Committee, I am working to introduce and 

push legislation to promote the use of renewable 

energy in New Jersey. Combating rising energy costs 

and a decline in the amount of funding, I continue to 

work with my colleagues in the Assembly on 

initiatives like the Retail Margin Fund.  After recently 

being signed into law, this fund will provide for more 

energy efficient projects and long term savings for 

ratepayers like you.  

 

As I continue to represent you, I humbly encourage 

your participation. Hearing about your needs and 

concerns allows me to make decisions based on the 

best interests of the people I was elected to serve. I 

look forward to hearing from you.  

 

Sincerely,   

 

     Upendra J. Chivukula   

T he NJ General Assembly has unanimously 

adopted a resolution to designate May as Asian 

Pacific American Heritage Month. The      

resolution, sponsored by Assemblyman     

Chivukula, calls for an annual celebration which 

recognizes the contributions Asian Pacific 

Americans have made to the ñarts, sciences, business 

and education in New Jersey.ò 

Asian-Americans are the fastest growing ethnic 

group in the state, and account for 7.5 percent of the 

population. Chivukula stated that it was a privilege 

for him to represent all of the people of New Jersey 

and District 17. ñIf there is truly one province or 

state that is a global state, it is the Garden State of 

New Jersey,ò said Robert Vyas, an anchor for TV 

ASIA.  ƴ 

State to Celebrate Asian Pacif ic American Heritage Month 
Unanimous Resolution Calls for Annual May Celebration in Honor of Asian Pacific Americans 

K eeping energy costs affordable to New 

Jersey residents is critical during this 

difficult economic climate, said Assemblyman 

Chivukula. 

 

To help reduce the rising costs of energy bills,      

Assemblyman Chivukula sponsored A2507/

S1932, which authorizes the Board of Public 

Utilities to use monies from the Retail Margin 

Fund to provide grants for combined heat and 

power production, energy efficiency projects and 

programs promoting renewable energy and 

energy efficiency.  

 

The funds 

will provide 

a $450 rebate 

for every 

kilowatt of 

c a p a c i t y 

installed, and 

will primarily 

be used to 

develop cogeneration facilities. 

 

ñNew Jersey ratepayers are severely burdened in 

this economic crisis by escalating energy costs 

which makes driving down those costs even 

more crucial,ò said Assemblyman Chivukula.  

 

ñIncreasing energy efficiency, utilizing new       

technologies, technical audits and plant 

expansions will help to reduce energy 

consumption by commercial and industrial 

entities. These savings will translate into reduced 

energy bills for New Jersey.ò  ƴ 

Combating Costly Energy Bills 
Retail Margin Fund to Provide Grants 



For more information, call (732) 247-3999 or go to www.ChivukulaNJ.com 
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N early 3,000 New Jersey 

soldiers returned home in 

June to a large celebration and 

parade in the stateôs capital. The 

soldiers, members of the 50th 

Infantry Brigade Combat Team of 

the New Jersey National Guard, 

received a warm welcome home 

during ceremonies in Trenton. 

 

ñThey are volunteer soldiers who 

go out 

there and 

fight for 

f r eed o m, 

to protect this great country as well 

as the world and democracy. It is 

such a joyous day welcoming them 

and I wish all the best for them,ò 

said Assemblyman Chivukula. 

 

The soldiers were deployed in 

Iraq for one year, and were the 

l a r g e s t  N a t i o n a l  G u a r d 

deployment in the state since the 

Second World War.   

 

The team helped in the 

transferring of authority to Iraqi 

forces in Baghdadôs 

ñGreen Zoneò, a 3.8 

square mile zone in 

central Baghdad, and 

were responsible for the humane 

treatment of more than 20,000 

detainees in Iraq. 

The event featured a large parade, 

high school marching bands and a 

stop at the newly opened World 

War II memorial. The troops were 

also greeted by Gov. Jon Corzine 

and Major General Glenn Rieth, 

who is head of the stateôs 

Department of Military and 

Veteran's Affairs.  ƴ 

 

 

Assembly Democrats Welcome Home National Guard Members  
Chivukula Joins Celebration Welcoming Back Largest Deployment since WWII 

ñIt is such a joyous 

day welcoming them.ò 

Milltown Teachers Honored by Joint Legislative Resolution 
Senate and General Assembly Resolution Honors Milltown 2008-09 Teachers of the Year 

A  Joint Legislative Resolution in the Senate and 

General Assembly recently honored teachers 

Jennifer Pinnella and Eric Siegal for being 

elected Milltown School District 2008-09 

Teachers of the Year. The resolution, authored 

by Senator Smith,    Assemblyman Chivukula 

and Assemblyman Egan, highlights the 

impressive record and dedication of the two 

teachers. Pinnella is a music teacher at 

Parkview School and Siegal is a fifth-grade 

general education teacher at Joyce Kilmer 

School.  

 

ñTeachers play a critical role in fostering the 

social and intellectual development of our 

students,ò Chivukula said. ñIôm proud that the 

Backpack Drive for Local Students 

School Supplies Needed for 2nd Annual Drive 
 

 

 

 

T he community is being asked to show their support by 

donating backpacks and school supplies to local 4th 

and 5th grade students.  

Supplies may be dropped 

off  at  Assemblyman 

Chivukulaôs District Office 

by August 28, and will be 

given directly to children of 

low income families on the 

first week of school.  ƴ  

 

 

To see the  

homecoming of  

New Jerseyôs 

50th IBCT, visit: 

students in our community have dedicated teachers 

to guide and educate them.ò  ƴ 

www.tinyurl.com/nj50th 


